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BACKGROUND TO THE SCHEME

Symonds Yat Rapids, located on the River Wye near Monmouth,
are owned by the British Canoe Union for the benefit of all water
users. The rapids themselves are on the site of an old weir that
was broken up and an island was subsequently formed
immediately downstream. The island, now heavily vegetated,
narrows the river and increases the speed of the river forming a
number of small rapids. The island was historically longer but is
steadily being eroded away.

The rapids are enhanced by a number of small groynes perennially
constructed of cobbles and small boulders along either side of the
left hand channel of the river alongside the island.

Canoeists and other water users flock to the rapids year round as
a regionally important site, as well as providing a highlight to the
many journeys undertaken by canoe along the River Wye.
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